for a man of high birth not to know, and which
may, one day, be an ornament and a resource to to
you. Geometry may, indeed, be of great use to
a man of rank, in the fortification or investment
of towns, in castrarnetation and all branches of
architecture, but to understand it sufficiently to
make it useful would certainly require much
time, and I consider it absurd to learn the rudi-
ments of many sciences simply for display and
not for use. Besides, you are not over cheerful
by nature, and it is a study which will make you
still more grave, and as it requires the strongest
application of the mind, it is likely to wear out
the powers of the intelledt, and very much to im-
pair the health; and the greater the ability, the
more intense is the interest excited, and there-
fore the more injurious; and you know you have
no health to spare.

About the Greek language I cannot advise
you. It is a beautiful study, but I fear you will
have no time to carry it through, and all the
time you give to it will be lost to your Latin,
which, though it is considered a less
language than the Greek, is yet much
important for you to know* And                 as I

said before* I do not venture to advise you on
the subjedt I only recommend you to learn first
what is most necessary and most suitable to your
condition. You are now acquainted with four lan-
guages. If in your hours of amusement you can

*9 which he
